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Ontology & Epistemology
• The problems of how things are, what is a person… these 

are the problems of ontology. 
• The problems of how we know anything and what sort of 

creature we are that can know something (or nothing at 
all) these are the problems of epistemology.

• Ontology and epistemology cannot be separated. A 
human being’s beliefs about what sort of world it is 
determine how he sees it and acts within it, and his ways 
of perceiving and acting will determine his beliefs about 
its nature.  (Gregory Bateson)

An Ecology Of Mind- A Daughter’s portrait of 
Gregory Bateson Directed by Nora Bateson
https://vimeo.com/453951097
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https://vimeo.com/453951097
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Observations always 
involve theory
-Edwin P. Hubble

Anything said is said by an observer
-Humberto Maturana

How do we know?

How do I know?

How to they know?

A theory is system of ideas 
intended to explain something. 
Ideas are organized, and serve 
a purpose
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BUT THERE IS MORE…

What does it mean
to know?

(e.g. here and now)

How do you make us
know?

All knowing is doing and all doing is knowing
- Maturana & Varela
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Ethics & Epistemology
◦ Ethics is about responsibility for the other(s).
◦ For Paul Ricoeur ethics is “the aim of an accomplished 

life”; a questioning of “How should I live?”
◦While morality means abiding by rules, an answer to 

the question : ”What must I do?”; the realm of 
deontology

◦ Can it be separated from epistemology?
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Why do we/I/they want to 
know?

What are we/they/I going
to do once « in the 

known »?

SO THERE IS MORE…
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The desire to understand is almost synonymous
with the desire to simplify, and it is closely
bound up with the desire for certainty - for 
assurance.
-Rupert Crawshay-Williams

Knowing the Other is reducing his/her 
otherness to sameness, and thereby 

missing the ethical encounter 
- Emmanuel Levinas
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knowing & responsibility
◦How are you responsible for the knowing you 
produced ? 
◦ E.g. the way of being reproduced through you 

work?

◦What if you are wrong ?
◦Who might have been
forgotten?

The distinction between violent and non-
violent action is that the former is exclusively 
bent upon de destruction of the old, and 
the latter is chiefly concerned with the 
establishment of something new

-- Hannah Arendt
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It’s called
RESEARCH
not finding!

« Explanation is where the mind
rests. » (Hume).

Knowing means you stop 
looking, you stop thinking, you
are not researching anymore!
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THANK YOU

11


